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they have felt that they were not getting a fair share 
of the wealth of this country. It has happened that 
there have been some gentlemen interested to encour- 
age this idea and to impress it very vigorously and 
deeply. Such gentlemen as Mr. Donnelly, have per- 
ambulated the state and told the farmers how they 
were robbed by the bankers and the railroads and the 
Minneapolis Millers' Association, and robbed by 
everybody. One of Mr. Donnelly's strong points is 
watered stock. I believe that there is a great deal 
to this, and the farmers of Minnesota very generally 
believe, whether it is a fact or not, that they are pay- 
ing enormous interest on watered stock in the shape 
of high tariffs for freight and passengers. Before the 
inter-state commerce law went into operation in our 
state the discrimination in tariff rates between non- 
competing points was outrageous. Railroads would 
haul a bill of flour from Minneapolis to Chicago for 
seven cents; from a place sixteen miles nearer to 
Chicago they charged sixteen cents. The result was 
that many wheat manufacturers had to quit business. 
The farmers believe, whether it is a fact or not, that 
they have been robbed, and they are going to use the 
power which they feel that they possess to better 
their condition. 



The Discontent of the Fakmers. 

BY PROFESSOR EDWARD W. BEMIS, OP THE UNIVERSITY OP CHICAGO. 



The farmers of Europe are too ignorant and unam- 
bitious to be anything but conservative. Hitherto, 
since the time of the Gracchi, we have not looked for 
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radical measures among farmers. But in America 
the most discontented and radical elements of our 
population to-day are the farmers of the West and 
South. In a measure this discontent is evidence of 
advancement, as the unambitious and those little 
developed, are rarely much discontented. 

Among the causes of this discontent may be ascer- 
tained the great fall of over 22 per cent, in general 
prices throughout Europe and America since 1873. 

This has made it increasingly difficult to pay off 
mortgages, and has lowered the value of farms. 
Other classes of society have been able to recoup 
themselves in a very large degree for this rise in the 
value of money, or fall in prices, which is one and 
the same thing, by the introduction of improved in- 
struments and methods of production. But the 
development that has contributed to the increased 
supply of farm products has been the opening 
up of new lands in the West, rather than the 
introduction of improvements on other lands. The 
farmers on the older lands would have been espe- 
cially helped by such an increase of money from year 
to year as would have kept the purchasing power of 
the dollar stable. But this seems impossible of ac- 
complishment without some international bimetallic 
agreement. 

The census returns thus far published indicate that 
the value of mortgages is less than many feared, 
running from 5 to 30 per cent, only of the value of 
the farm lands of a state. But tenant farming has 
much increased since 1880. The increase has been 
more than 50 per cent, in several states. 

But the kernel of complaint among the farmers, 
after all, is not that they have absolutely declined in 
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wealth. They have not. The real trouble is that 
relatively the growth of our farming sections in 
wealth and population has been slower than that 
of cities. This is plainly inevitable, being due to the 
fact that, as the world grows wealthier, the demand 
for the finer finishing of goods grows faster than the 
demand for raw material. But the farmer may be 
given greater opportunities and the general move- 
ment toward the city retarded, with general benefit 
to all. 

It is shown by statistics that the farmer is in no 
need of any sub-treasury scheme to enable him to hold 
back his crops, as the prices of the staple crops aver- 
age almost if not quite as high immediately after 
harvest as six or nine months later. But the farmers 
might get money or capital at lower rates of interest 
by adopting the principle of the German Raiffeisen, 
something like our building and loan associations. 
The farmers of a community in Germany form an 
association with unlimited liability, and because of 
that can borrow at low rates of interest from private 
parties. The association then lends to members with 
provisions for frequent and regular partial payments. 
Better care of farm machinery, diversification of 
crops, general increase of intelligence and thrift in 
farming are needed; railroad rates need watching, 
and great improvement is needful in local taxation. 
Inheritance and income taxes should be introduced 
that in some way would enable the state to reach 
the rich of our cities and secure a fund for the great 
improvement of the roads and schools of the rural 
districts. 



